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Company Havildar Major Piru Singh
Param Vir Chakra (Posthumous), Rajputana Rifles

Company Havildar Major Piru Singh (No.
2831592), son ofShri Lal Singh, was born in village
Beri, Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan, on May 20, 1918. He
was enrolled in 6 Rajputana Rifles on May 20,
1936.

RaJputana Rifles

May 20, 1918.Juty 18, 1948

During operations in Jammu and Kashmir,
the Pakistan; raiders mounted a strong counter
offensive in Tithwal Sector in July 1948. They
raided and captured a ring contour on July 8 and
forced the Indians to vacate their forward
positions across river Kishanganga. After the
setback the Indian troops took position on the
Tithwal ridge. At this juncture 6 Rajputana Rifles
was moved from Uri to Tithwal to strengthen the
J63 Brigade in the Sector.
The Indian offensive commenced on July J 1
and went on well till July 15. The reconnaissance
reports, however, revealed that enemy was
holding a high feature in the area and that its
capture was essential for making any further
progress. Further ahead lay another feature also
held in strength by the enemy. 6 Rajputana Rifles
was assigned the task of securing these two
features. The '0' Company was to secure the first
feature while the 'C Company was to capture the
second feature after the 'D' Company had carried
out its task. The 'D' Company launched the attack
on the objective at 0130 hours on July 18. The
road to the objective was about one metre wide
with deep ravines on either side. Overlooking this
narrow path were the hidden enemy bunkers. The
company was subjected to heavy fire and within
half an hour it suffered 5 I casualties,

During this battle CHM Piru Singh was with
the leading Section of his Company, more than
half of which was mowed down by the
devastating fire of the enemy. He rushed forward
to deal with the enemy medium machine gun post
which was playing havoc with his troops. Enemy
grenade splinters ripped open his clothes and
wounded his body. But this did not deter him. He
continued the advance, shouting the battle cry,
"Raja Ramchandra Ki Jai". Rushing forward he
bayonetted the crew of the enemy medium
machine gun with his sten gun, silenced the
menacing gun and occupied the post.
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By this time all his companions lay behind
either dead or wounded. The responsibility of
clearing the enemy from the hill feature lay with
him alone. Bleeding profusely he inched forward
to attack the second enemy medium machine gun
post. At this juncture a grenade wounded him in
the face. The blood dripping from his forehead
almost blinded him. By now all sten gun
ammunition with him had been spent. He

courageously crawled out of the occupied enemy
trench and hurled grenades at the next enemy
post. Piru Singh then jumped into another trench
and bayonetted two enemy soldiers to death.
When he was rushing out of this trench to capture
another trench, a bullet hit him on the head. But
before he fell down dead, he had hurled a
grenade into the enemy trench.
CHM Piru Singh paid with his life for this
singularly brave act and set a unique example of
determined courage. He was awarded Param Vir
Chakra, posthumously.

